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Living a Devout Life in an Un-Devout World

We humbly place the June edition of FRANSALIAN INTERNATIONAL (FI) - 2024 in your 
hands.  We invite all our Friends, Benefactors, Fransalian Associates, Confreres, 

and Well-Wishers, to discover the must-know insights, information, and news from the 
Missionaries of St Francis de Sales around the world. 
The entire Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales is intensely preparing 
for the XXI General Chapter 2025 which will take place from February 01 – 14, in Stella 
Maris, Visakhapatnam, India. The Delegates, Ex-officio Members, and Special Invitees 
from eleven Provinces and the Vice Province, Delegation Superiors, and Special Invitees 
from missions around the world will gather to discern the direction for the Congregation 
for the next eight years and elect a Congregational leader and team. 
The theme chosen for the current FI issue is mental prayer according to St. Francis de 
Sales. Bishop Francis profusely spoke and wrote about prayer. Prayer is essential for 
anyone wishing to live a life of devotion. In his Introduction to Devout Life, he described 
prayer as “a stream of holy water that flows forth and makes the plants of our good 
desires grow green and flourish and quenches the passions that lie within our hearts.” 
Francis tells us that we are not created because God needs us. We are created ‘with 
an intellect to know him, memory to be mindful of him, will to love him, imagination to 
picture his benefits to us, eyes to see his wonderful works, tongue to praise him and so 
on’. For Francis, we should practice mental prayer, just as Jesus did, by incorporating 
it into our daily routines.
Mental prayer involves beginning with a thought or feeling with a meaning and then 
expressing it in some kind of formula. It is the heart’s love that holds the ear of God.  
Bishop Francis deemed vocal prayers important. But he advises us to move gradually 
into interior mental prayer focused on the passion of Jesus. He offers a detailed method 
of mental prayer in the Introduction to the Devout Life. To pray is not about ‘do this or 
don’t do this’. Prayer is not complicated. It is a relationship. It is talking to our Father 
and allowing God’s grace to invade our human nature. The teachings of St. Francis de 
Sales on prayer make it possible for anyone to live a devout life in an un-devout world 
with God’s grace.
Live JESUS!

Father Abraham VETTUVELIL, MSFS
Superior General

MESSAGE 
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The recent National Fransalian Youth Conference in Visakhapatnam marks a significant milestone for the 
Congregation of Missionaries of St Francis de Sales (MSFS). The event celebrated the Year of Fransalian Youth, 

emphasizing the crucial role of young people in the Church’s future. With 400 youths from various Indian provinces 
participating, the conference was not merely a gathering but a manifestation of the Church’s commitment to 
empowering the next generation. The conference, as mentioned in the Lead Story (page 05), was a blend of 
spiritual enrichment and cultural exchange. Such initiatives underscore the Church’s dedication to fostering a 
sense of belonging and purpose among its young members. The importance of youth in the Church need not be 
overstated. The Fransalian Youth Conference exemplified this by recognizing outstanding youth representatives 
and providing a platform for their voices to be heard. This recognition is pivotal, as it validates the efforts of 
young people and encourages them to continue their engagement with the Church and society.

The interview with Most Rev Yves le Saux, Bishop of Annecy, (page 06) highlights the indispensable role of 
the MSFS in the new evangelization. The diverse experiences of missionaries from India and Africa enrich the 
Church’s mission in Europe, bringing fresh perspectives and renewed vigour. This cross-cultural exchange is 
vital in a world where the Church must adapt to various socio-cultural contexts while maintaining its core values. 
Bishop Yves emphasizes the courage of St Francis de Sales, a virtue that the MSFS must emulate. This courage 
is not merely about facing external challenges but involves a deep inner strength and commitment to living out 
one’s faith authentically. This sentiment echoes in the write-ups on prayer by Fr Mariadas Reddy (page 08) and Fr 
Joy Velicakathu (page 09), who underline the importance of mental prayer as a means of cultivating a personal, 
heartfelt connection with God. Mental prayer, they argue, is essential for sustaining spiritual vitality and should 
be an integral part of daily life.

The dedication of the MSFS extends beyond spiritual guidance. Their contributions to faith formation, family 
building, and social services significantly impact communities. As noted by Mr Shine Williams (page 07), the MSFS 
fathers are a source of inspiration through their unwavering commitment to mission. From organizing catechism 
classes and family retreats to providing leadership training and social services, their work addresses the holistic 
needs of the community.

As the Church navigates the complexities of the modern world, the MSFS and their approach to youth engagement, 
and missionary work offer a blueprint for a vibrant, dynamic, and resilient faith community. The youth conference 
in Visakhapatnam is a testament to what can be achieved when the Church invests in its youth and stays true to its 
mission of spreading the Good News with courage and compassion. May the spirit of the Fransalian Youth continue 
to inspire and lead the way for the Church and society.

Fr Vintu Augustine, MSFS
Chief Editor
Fransalian International

EDITORIAL

Embracing Youth and Faith:
The Fransalian Mission
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LEAD STORY

By Fr Jaddu Joseph, MSFS

National Fransalian Youth Conference 
Makes Historic Debut in Visakhapatnam

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, India, Jan 11 – 13, 2024 – In a groundbreaking 
moment for the Congregation of Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, the first-
ever national youth conference was hosted at SFS School, Seethammadhara, 
Visakhapatnam. The conference was organized as part of the celebration of the 
Year of Fransalian Youth to actively engage young people in the ministry of the 
Church.

The initiative, spearheaded by the General Administration, drew participation 
from 400 youth representing all provinces of India, including Dibrugarh, Guwahati, 
Nagpur, Pune, South East, South West, and Visakhapatnam. Fr J Stephen, General 
Councillor for SAIM, played a pivotal role in organizing the conference, alongside 
Fr Carlus Barowa, MSFS National Youth Director, and Fr Jaddu Joseph, Assistant 
National Youth Director.

The conference was inaugurated by Fr Johnson Kallidukil MSFS, Assistant Superior 
General, who hoisted the flag and celebrated Mass, delivering a message on the 
theme “Fransalian Youth: The Future of the Church.” Throughout the event, 
resource persons from various regions delivered inspiring messages, facilitated 
group dynamics, led action songs, and conducted prayers.

Awards were presented to outstanding youth representatives from each 
province, and all participants received certificates of participation. In addition 
to the enriching sessions, the conference featured cultural programs, a fire 
camp, and presentations showcasing traditional attire. The three-day conference 
concluded with a tour of the city of Visakhapatnam, leaving participants inspired 
and equipped to contribute to the future of the Church and society. 
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‘St. Francis de Sales’ Courage 
– A Virtue to be Imbibed’

IMPRESSIONS

INTERVIEW

The Congregation of the Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales (MSFS) was founded in the diocese of Annecy, 
France. Since its inception, the MSFS have been present in the diocese carrying out various missionary 
works. Most Rev Yves le Saux, the bishop of Annecy from 2022, shares his insights and thoughts on MSFS 
with Fr Johnson Panthalanickal MSFS, the associate editor of Fransalian International, during a direct 
interview. 

Would you share your experience with the life and mission of the MSFS?
The presence and pastoral work of the MSFS across the diocese are highly appreciated. I express my 
gratitude for their long-standing tradition, which is closely tied to the life of Saint Francis de Sales and the 
history of our diocese. The specific charism of the MSFS is crucial, particularly their role as missionaries. In 
Annecy, as in all of Europe, we are in a phase of new evangelization. We are no longer in a Christian world; 
we still have a vague culture marked by Christianity. I rely on the missionaries to reintroduce the faith to a 
world rediscovering Christianity. The more the missionaries live according to God’s expectations for them, 
the greater the benefit for the Church and the faithful.

How do you assess the contribution of the MSFS to the church and society?
Many of the missionaries today come from India and various African countries. I believe that their diverse 
ecclesial experiences, different from those in Europe or France, are beneficial. Our diocese, like the 
Congregation, has a historical connection with SFS. I hope that the missionaries work alongside other 
congregations and the diocese to enhance our knowledge of SFS, a significant figure in the Catholic 
Church. The Pope’s letter commemorating the 400th anniversary of SFS’ death is a divine call for the MSFS 
to contribute to a better discovery of him.

How has the spirituality of SFS and the work of MSFS influenced the people of Annecy?
I find it challenging to grasp the impact of the missionaries on the people of Annecy. One essential aspect 
of SFS that we strive to embody is his courage. While his gentleness and humility are often highlighted, 
what impresses me most is his bravery. He tirelessly travelled throughout the diocese, even when it was 
difficult to do so. The MSFS has to emulate this courage. Pope Francis emphasizes this point, noting how 
Francis navigated the era of religious wars with diplomacy and an understanding of people’s deeper needs. 
I expect that through the intermediary of the missionaries and their preaching, the people of Annecy be 
filled with a greater desire for holiness. The missionaries need to share SFS’ understanding of holiness 
with the younger generations returning to the Church. They seek a deeper interior life. The spirituality of 
SFS is nourishing for the present generation.

Your message to the MSFS…
Be yourself, don’t be afraid. Delve deeper into your charism, and live it more fully. Live up to the demands 
of your constitutions in your own unique style. What matters most is what SFS advises, “Be who you are 
meant to be, but be good at it.” 
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IMPRESSIONS
NARRATIVE

I have been associated with MSFS fathers for several years, and my experience with them has 
been profoundly enriching. Their dedication to faith formation, family building, and community 
service is remarkable. The MSFS community is disciplined, hospitable, and deeply committed 
to its mission. Their sense of belonging and zeal for service is evident in all their activities. They 
have been significantly contributing to the Church and society through various initiatives.
Faith Formation: MSFS Fathers have played a crucial role in deepening our faith. They organize 
regular catechism classes, retreats, and Bible study sessions that help us grow spiritually. Their 
sermons are insightful and inspire us to live according to Christian values.
Family Building: They focus on strengthening families by conducting family counseling sessions, 
organizing family retreats, and promoting family prayer. Their guidance helps families navigate 
through challenges and maintain strong bonds.
Formation of Children: They are deeply involved in the formation of children. They run Catechism 
classes, youth groups, and children’s programs that instill moral values and religious teachings 
in the younger generation.
Youth Guidance: The MSFS Fathers provide excellent guidance for the youth. They organize 
leadership training programs, and career counseling sessions. Their mentorship helps youngsters 
make informed decisions and lead purposeful lives.
Care for the Aged and the Sick: They extend their care to the elderly and the sick in our parish. 
They regularly visit homes and hospitals, offering prayers, sacraments, and emotional support. 
Their presence brings comfort and hope to those in need.
Social Service Projects: The Fathers are actively involved in social service projects. They run 
initiatives that support the poor and marginalized, such as food distribution programs, free 
medical camps, and educational support for underprivileged children.
Construction of the New Church: The construction of our new church is a testament to the 
MSFS Fathers’ vision and leadership. They have been instrumental in planning and executing this 
project, ensuring that it meets the needs of our growing parish community. 
The selfless service and dedication of MSFS fathers are a source of inspiration and comfort to 
many in our parish. On behalf of the parishioners, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude 
to them for their unwavering commitment to the parish and community. Their zeal, generosity, 
and hospitality are truly commendable. 
May they continue to be men of God, spreading the Good News far and wide with the 
same spirit of communion and mission. May their efforts in faith formation, family building, 
and social service continue to flourish and make a lasting impact on the lives of many.  

(The writer is a parishioner of Our Lady of Sorrows Syro-Malabar Church, Bengaluru, India. The narrative has been 
received through Fr Riju MSFS, the parish priest.) 

By Mr Shine Williams

‘MSFS – Source of Inspiration and 
Comfort to Many’
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FRANSALIAN IMPRINTS

One can never speak sufficiently about the importance of prayer. In a context of unbridled 
activism and deprioritizing prayer, we need to realize that it is integral to our lives with its holistic 
effects. This short reflection on the “Significance of Mental Prayer” is based on our hallowed 
Patron Saint, Saint Francis de Sales’ masterpiece, Introduction to the Devout Life, Second part, 
the first three chapters. He highly recommends mental prayer for reasons quite insistent.

Mental prayer – A Soothing Aid for vocal prayers: We seek mental prayer, not because we want 
to avoid vocal prayers or because it is an easy alternative. Vocal prayers do not dispense us from 
mental prayer. Mental prayer is a “constant,” not a variable. 

Mental Prayer and Vocal Prayers – Mutually Facilitating: Mental prayer and vocal prayers are 
mutually supportive. Thereby, if the heart is drawn to mental prayer during the vocal prayers, 
follow that direction, with no remorse because such a mental prayer is much more pleasing to 
God and of greater benefit to oneself”.

Vocal Prayers – Geared to Mental Prayer: All our vocal prayers need to be conducted with an 
attentive and earnest mental disposition. They should strengthen and deepen the prayer of 
heart, which is nothing but focus, intimacy, and communion with the Lord 

Mental Prayer – On any Subject: The topics or subjects of the meditation can be anything as 
long as it is based on the life, teachings, and sufferings of our Lord, as long as it makes us look at 
him, feel close to him, fill us with him, learn his attitudes, and model our actions on his.

Mental Prayer – Anywhere, but…: In principle, mental prayer can be done anywhere and 
everywhere. But in practice, the church may be ideal, because the church is a place, unprevented 
by anyone, undisturbed by any household chores or workplace duty and it assures sufficient 
quiet.

Mental Prayer: Any time…
One hour of meditation is recommended every day. It can be done any time, but preferably 
before the midday meal, and ideally in the earlier part of the morning, because the mind can be 
less distracted and fresher after the night’s rest.

Thus, mental prayer is indispensable and there is no exception for anyone, unless one is not able 
to do it for inevitable and valid reasons. Blessed are they who do it lovingly and joyfully!

Ins igh ts  f rom the 
Pa t ronron

By Fr Dr Thumma Mariadas Reddy, MSFS

Prayer: An Indispensable 
Exigency

8 
FR

A
N

SA
LI

A
N

 IN
TE

R
N

A
TI

O
N

A
L



FRANSALIAN IMPRINTS

Fr Peter Mermier, was a man of prayer. The seeds of prayer and devotion were sown in his 
heart through the teachings, instructions and life-example of his beloved Mother. Peter 
remained close to his mother at prayer, especially on Sundays when a priest celebrated 
the Holy Mass in the house of the Mermiers. His heart was filled with great joy to see 
his mother pray, receive Holy Communion and share the happiness with the personnel 
of the household.

For Fr Mermier, prayer is the spiritual communication between man and God, a heart-
to-heart talk with God. Drawing inspiration from the teachings of St Francis de Sales, Fr 
Mermier understood prayer as an encounter of God’s thirst for us that makes us thirst 
for Him. He learned from SFS that prayer is one of the chief avenues of response to the 
divine initiative for intimacy with human beings.

Prayer is a Need, a Duty 

For Fr Mermier, prayer is a need, a duty and a means of obtaining all the graces proper to 
our vocation. Quoting St Bede, he wrote to his confreres in India in 1852 that they must 
pray always because those who work always according to the will of God pray always. 
The priest by his ordination becomes a man of prayer. The ministry of one who prays 
is a ministry of life. To pray worthily and constantly is a duty and need of all priests, Fr 
Mermier wrote. All types of prayers are important. From vocal prayers, one must learn to 
move into interior mental prayer focused especially on the Passion of Jesus and develop 
an awareness of the divine.
Focus on Quality, not on Quantity

Like in many other aspects of Christian devotion and religious life, Fr Mermier exhorted 
his brethren to focus on quality and not quantity in prayer. One Our Father said devoutly 
is worth more than many prayers hurried over.
He insisted that participation in the sacramental life of the Church is vital to our prayer 
and faith life. Prayers should become a constant part of our daily life to remain close to 
God. He was always the first for the common spiritual exercises in the community. Even 
at an advanced age, he continued to rise at 4 am and participated in two Masses each 
day. At the altar, no distractions assailed him and had great consolations. 
Fr Mermier was convinced that as long as there is the oil of prayer the lamp of faith will 
always be lit on earth. Prayer is what lights the way for us to show the love of Christ to 
all the people. 

By Fr Joy Velicakathu, MSFS

PRAYER – A HEART-TO-HEART TALK 
WITH GOD

ThThoughts  f rom the 
Founder ’ s  Hear t

By Fr Dr Thumma Mariadas Reddy, MSFS
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MOMENTOUS EVENTS

Ananthapur, Andhra Pradesh, 
India, Jan 27, 2024 – LRG High 
School, Ananthapur, managed by 
Visakhapatnam Province of the 
MSFS, celebrated its Diamond 
Jubilee with a grand event held on its 
premises, attracting a large gathering 
of dignitaries, clergy, parents, alumni, 
and well-wishers. The celebration 
marked 60 years of the school’s commitment 
to education and community service.
Among the notable attendees were the Chief 
Guest, Fr Baviri Suresh Babu, the Provincial 
of Visakhapatnam, the Guest of Honour, 
Msgr Anthonappa Chowrappa, Apostolic 
Administrator of the Diocese of Kurnool, 
and special invitees Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil, 
General Secretary for Education, and many 
others. Fr P Bala Showri, the correspondent, 
extended a warm welcome to all attendees.
Fr Suresh Babu, in his address, emphasized the 
philosophy of the founder of MSFS, Fr Peter 
Mary Mermier, stating, “Education of the Heart 
is the Heart of Education.” He highlighted the 

school’s role in nurturing students who aspire 
for societal growth and development. During 
the event, Fr. Babu inaugurated the newly 
installed solar system at LRG School, marking 
a significant step towards sustainability.
The event saw the participation of many MSFS 
fathers and religious sisters from Ananthapur, 
underscoring the strong community support 
for the institution. The cultural program was 
meticulously organized, featuring a variety of 
performances including group songs, fusion 
dances, mimes, action songs, group dances, 
skits, and traditional dances, captivating the 
audience. The Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
were a resounding success, reflecting the 
school’s enduring legacy and commitment to 
holistic education.

Jalna, Maharashtra, India, Dec 12, 2023 – 
St Mary’s High School, established in 1973, 
celebrated its Golden Jubilee with the grand 
annual program ‘Reminiscentia’ marking the 
closing ceremony of the year-long celebration 
on Dec 12, 2023.
Centred around the theme ‘Contribution 
of St Mary’s to Society’ the celebration 
highlighted the school’s efforts in imparting 

education, moral and spiritual values, and 
discipline to build leaders who promote 
peace and harmony in society. Throughout 
the year, various activities were conducted 
for students, teachers, and parents. Events 
for parents included a Mini Marathon, Rangoli 
Making, Solo Singing, and Best out of Waste 
competitions. Students participated in Quiz, 
Solo Singing, Group Dance, Inter-School 
Drawing, Badminton, Chess, and Cricket 
competitions.
Rt Rev Ambrose Rebello, the bishop of 
Aurangabad Diocese, and Fr Manoj Tirkey, 
the provincial of Nagpur province, presided 
over the event as the chief guest and guest of 
honour respectively. Students of the school 
captivated the audience with their fascinating 
performances, engrossing the air with 
exuberant joy. 

Diamond Jubilee Celebrations at LRG, Ananthapur

St Mary’s, Jalna, Celebrates Golden Jubilee

By Fr Pilli Bala Showri, MSFS
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Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh, 
India, Jan 06, 2024 – St Francis de 
Sales School in Seethammadhara 
marked its Golden Jubilee with a 
grand celebration, honouring 50 
years of educational excellence and 
community service. The event was 
attended by a host of distinguished 
guests, including Fr B Suresh Babu, 

Mysuru, Karnataka, India, Nov 14, 2023 — The Silver Jubilee celebration of the establishment 
of SANNIDHI, the MSFS Novitiate then and now the Minor Seminary, was held on Nov 14, 2014, 
on its premises. Rev Dr Abraham Vettuvellil, the superior general, presided over the Eucharistic 
celebration, along with Rev Dr Thomas Kalariparambil, the provincial, fellow confreres, priests, 
brothers, and sisters from neighbouring religious communities.
This celebration marked a significant milestone for the MSFS Minor Seminary, signifying twenty-
five years of spiritual nourishment, unwavering devotion to initial formation, and mutual support. 
The Superior General emphasized the importance of discovering one’s vocation in his homily.
In recognition of dedicated service, the Superior General, the Provincial, Fr Abraham Pendanam 
(then supervisor of the construction), former Novice Masters and Socius, former Rectors, 

the staff, and the regents were 
honoured. Fr A Jerome, the rector, 
warmly welcomed the guests 
and confreres, later proposing 
an elaborate vote of thanks. Fr 
Arockiya Jayaraj presented a 
historical report on SANNIDHI, 
highlighting its journey over the 
past twenty-five years.

MOMENTOUS EVENTS

Seethammadhara Celebrates 50 Years of Excellence

SANNIDHI Celebrates Silver Jubilee

the provincial of Visakhapatnam, and Fr Jacob Karamakuzhyil, General Secretary of Education, 
along with several local political and social leaders.
The celebration began with a prayer song and a traditional welcome performed by students 
from classes IX and X. Fr P Manoj, the principal, who played a pivotal role in organizing the event, 
delivered the welcome address. He highlighted the school’s numerous achievements and its 
contributions to education and society over the past five decades.
A highlight of the event was a dance and drama performance titled “The Journey,” choreographed 
by Fr Jayaseelan. The performance depicted the school’s illustrious 50-year history and 
culminated with the Jubilee song. The school also honoured the first batch of students from the 
1982, 10th class, recognizing their legacy and contributions. 
To commemorate the occasion, a souvenir titled “The Resonance” was released by the 
dignitaries. This publication captures the spirit and milestones of the school’s journey from its 
founding to the present day. The Golden Jubilee celebration was a resounding success, reflecting 
the school’s motto “From Darkness to Light.” With optimism and hope, St Francis de Sales School 
looks forward to continuing its mission of shaping future generations into history-makers.
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MOMENTOUS EVENTS

By Fr Jose Karickal, MSFS

By Bro Anand Toppo, MSFS

Vadakkencherry, Kerala, India, Jan 30, 2024 – 
The MSFS Minor Seminary in Vadakkencherry 
celebrated its Silver Jubilee with meticulous 
preparations, attracting a large turnout of 
priests, religious, friends, and well-wishers. 
The event marked 25 years since the 
seminary’s establishment and highlighted its 
contributions to forming several priests who 
are at the service of the society today.
Fr Baviri Suresh Babu, the provincial 
of Visakhapatnam, presided over the 
thanksgiving Eucharistic celebration. He was 
joined by Fr Thomas Kalariparampil, provincial 
of the Southwest Province, and Fr Sabukuttan 
Francis, provincial of Guwahati Province. Fr 
Sabukuttan delivered a meaningful homily 
during the Eucharistic celebration.

The celebrations continued with a felicitation 
ceremony, where Rt Rev Jacob Manathodath, 
Bishop Emeritus of the Palakkad Diocese, 
served as the chief guest. The ceremony began 
with a video presentation chronicling the 
seminary’s rich history and activities, which 
was followed by felicitation messages and 
the honouring of significant contributors with 
shawls and bouquets.
Key figures who shared their insights and 
wishes included Fr Mani Panthalany, the 
former provincial and initiator of the seminary, 
Fr Jose Cherianthara, the first rector, and Fr 
Tom Puliyanampatta, the succeeding rector. 
Their speeches reflected on the seminary’s 
journey and its impact on the community. 
Approximately 65 priests attended the 
celebrations, underscoring the seminary’s 
importance within the MSFS community and 
beyond. The event was a testament to the 
seminary’s enduring legacy and its role in 
shaping future generations of religious leaders.

Varanasi, India, May 29, 2024 – Dhyan Ashram, 
the MSFS novitiate in Varanasi, celebrated the 
Silver Jubilee of its inception, alongside the 
first profession of twenty-four novices, on May 
29, 2024. 
Rt Rev Eugene Joseph, the bishop of Varanasi, 
presided over the Eucharistic Celebration, 
and Rev Fr Abraham Vettuvellil, the Superior 
General of the MSFS, concelebrated along with 
the provincials of different MSFS Provinces 
in India; namely, Fr Manoj Tirkey (Nagpur), 
Fr Johnson Gonsalves (Pune), and Fr Suresh 
Babu (Visakhapatnam), and many Fransalian 
and diocesan priests. Several other religious 
and local people also joined the celebration. 
Fr Abraham delivered a moving homily that 
resonated within all present.
The festivities included a drama titled, “I am the 
clay, you are the potter,” on the life of St Francis 

de Sales, written and directed by Fr Anand 
IMS, and performed by professional artists. 
The outstanding and meaningful performance 
captivated the audience, highlighting the 
profound spirituality and humility of SFS. 
The dual celebration marked a significant 
milestone, reflecting God’s abundant blessings 
and the unwavering commitment of the 
formation house in shaping future priests 
dedicated to serve people. The novitiate has 
contributed significantly to the Nagpur and 
Pune Provinces, bearing fruit in the form of 
112 finally professed MSFS, which includes 
over 100 priests who now serve in various 
capacities across India and abroad.

Silver Jubilee Celebrations Held at Vadakkencherry

Dhyan Ashram, Varanasi, Celebrated Silver Jubilee 
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FORMATION

Guwahati, Assam, India, March 
01, 2024 –The General Secretariat 
of the MSFS for Formation 
organized a three-day ongoing 
formation programme titled “A 
Call to Transformation” for priests 
ordained from 2017 to 2022. 
The programme was held in two 
locations, targeting different 
provinces.

Arusha, East Africa, May 01, 2024 – The 
newly-constructed building that includes a 
library block, theatre and classrooms at Lumen 
Christi Institute, Arusha, was inaugurated 
by Fr James Panthalanickel, the provincial of 
East Africa and the delegate of the Superior 
General for the LCI, and blessed by Fr Thomas 

O n g o i n g  F o r m a t i o n  P r o g r a m m e  2 0 2 4

N e w  B l o c k  I n a u g u r a t e d  a t  L C I

The first session took place at the MSFS 
Provincialate in Guwahati, Assam, from Feb 28 
to March 1, 2024. This session was attended 
by participants from the Dibrugarh, Guwahati, 
Nagpur, and Pune provinces. Fr Sabu Francis, 
the provincial of Guwahati Province, officiated 
the inaugural Mass, and Most Rev John 
Moolachira, Archbishop of Guwahati, delivered 
the keynote address. Themes discussed 
included “Redefining Priestly and Religious 
Formation Today” by Dr. Jacob Parappally, 
MSFS; “New Trends in Pastoral Ministry” by Dr. 
Kuriakose Poovathumkudy; and “Psychosexual 
Integration for Effective Priestly Ministry” by 
Dr. Johny Nedungatt, SDB. The session had the 
participation of 50 priests.
The second session was held at Stella Maris 
in Visakhapatnam from March 13 to 15, 
2024. This session catered to the South East 

India, South West India, and Visakhapatnam 
provinces. Fr Suresh Babu, the Provincial 
of Visakhapatnam, delivered the inaugural 
address. Topics included “Formation to 
Affective Maturity” by Dr. Joseph Jeyaraj, 
SDB; “New Trends in Pastoral Ministry” by 
Dr. Kuriakose Poovathumkudy; “Building 
Relationships” by Miss Shirley Coutinho; and 
“Revisioning Religious Identity and Mission in 
Context” by Dr. Jacob Parappally, MSFS. A total 
of 58 priests attended the session.
Both programmes concluded with an 
evaluation and closing remarks by Fr Saji 
George, the General Secretary for Formation. 
The sessions aimed to redefine and enhance 
the participants’ understanding of their 
priestly and religious roles, integrating modern 
pastoral needs with traditional values.

By Fr Dr Saji George, MSFS

By Fr Augusto Antonio, MSFS

Kochalumchuvattil, the director of LCI, on May 01, 2024.
The completion of the facility, a long-cherished dream, took over three years. The event was 
attended by numerous dignitaries, former students of LCI, religious, and laypeople from different 
parts of the world, all gathering to celebrate the memorable achievement. 
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Geneva, Switzerland, May 6, 
2024 – The Franco-Swiss Province 
held its Province Day amidst the 
picturesque setting of Florimont, 
Geneva, bringing together 21 
confreres for a day of strategic 
planning, spiritual enrichment, 
and community building.
The day’s primary focus was an 
in-depth discussion about the 
future of the Bonlieu building in 
Fribourg, which holds significant importance 
for the province. The confreres engaged in 
dynamic and reflective deliberations on its 
best utilization and preservation.
The confreres celebrated Holy Mass together, 
reinforcing their bonds through shared faith 
and worship. Following the Mass, they enjoyed 
a communal lunch, providing an opportunity 
for informal discussions and fellowship. 

In the afternoon, the confreres were treated 
with a guided tour of the Florimont School, 
which was both informative and inspiring, 
offering insights into the educational 
environment and the school’s commitment to 
holistic development. 
This gathering not only strengthened the 
confreres’ commitment to their mission but 
also paved the way for future initiatives that 
will benefit their community and the broader 
society.

Guaraciaba, Brazil, Jan 24, 2024 – The Brazil Province of the MSFS organised a three-day Mission 
Programme for the Fransalian parishes of the province at Our Lady of Fatima Church, Guaraciaba, 
in the diocese of Chapeco through Jan 22 – 24, 2024. Sixty six Fransalian missionaries and eight 
MSFS priests participated in the programme from various parishes.
The priests present spent time counseling people who asked for, praying over sick people, 
blessing the houses, conducting talks on Fransalian methods of Mission and exposing the Spirit 
and Sprituality of the Congregation.
The Fransalians, together with the missionaries and parishioners, celebrated the feast of St. 
Francis de Sales, with Fr Jose Devasahayam, the provincial,  as the main celebrant. The programme 
recorded a meaningful and enriching experience for the faithful in the history of the province. 

MISSION

Franco-Swiss Province Day Held in GenevaDay Held in Geneva

Fransalian Mission Programme Held in BrazilFransalian Mission Programme Held in Brazil

Erection of Jaggampeta Quasi-ParishErection of Jaggampeta Quasi-Parish

By Fr Aneesh Devasiyakutty, MSFS

By Fr Eldin Bernard, MSFS
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